English

Okay, so I'm just going to introduce the custom on Valentine days in Japan, which is quite different from
other countries or regions in the way of celebrating it. Conventionally well traditionally, on Valentine's day,
which is also on February 14th, same as Hong Kong, it's usually female who send chocolates or other
sweets to male on that day at celebration. And when they send it, their traditionally, two patterns of
sending it: one is called the giri to keep relation; the other is called honmei, which is tell your feeling or the
confession feeling towards who you like.

For the first one, giri, chocolate, that's mainly, in for example, at school, you send it to your male
classmates, who are kind of friends, but not in their personal or romantic relationship. In a company
setting, you send it to your male colleagues or maybe boss to thank them. And the other one called the
honmei, which is in any settings. So if you like someone and want to have a more special relationship,
intimate relationship with that person, the male person, you will send chocolate to him maybe with some
letter or something.

Seemingly, this tradition custom started from a campaign in one department store in Japan, which wanted
to sell more chocolates on that day. It was somehow trying to make some marketing related to Valentine's
day. But nowadays, it's getting more and more popular.

Aside from the two variations | just mentioned, there are more patterns of sending chocolates. For
example, one of them is tomo choco, which means chocolate for friends. In this case, it's not always from
female to male, but it can be from female to female, or male to male, male to female. Any pattern is fine.
You just want to celebrate your friendship with other people.

The other one called jibun choco. Jibun means myself or oneself in Japanese, which means that you buy
chocolate and send it to yourself to celebrate yourself or reward yourself. You can see a lot of variety of
chocolates in department stores, supermarkets in Japan nowadays.

| have a Hong Konger partner who has lived in Hong Kong for decades. So when we celebrate Valentine
days, there's this slight tension between us, because in her tradition, or Hong Kong's custom, it's male
who send flowers or other gifts to female, whereas in my custom or Japan's custom, it's female who send
something to me or male.

So our we kind of have a compromise, and we decided that if we are in Hong Kong on Valentine's day,
we | so | send flowers or other gifts to her. If we are in Japan, she sends me chocolates or some gifts to

me to celebrate the day.

Yeah, that's all for the introduction of Valentine's day in Japan and somehow in Hong Kong.
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